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OBPHNEPHILID^E.

Antennae short, consisting of two joints and an arista, the
second joint and arista being composed of ten to eleven
segments, the last terminating in a bristle. No ocelli and no
discal cell.

These are rare flies, but have a wide distribution. They are
small and bare and are found on the banks of streams. Little
is known of their life-history, and they appear to have no
economic significance.

EHYPHID^B.

Discal cell present; empodia pulvilliform; pulvilli
rudimentary or absent. No transverse suture on thorax.

The Bhyphidce have a wide distribution and have the general
appearance of small crane-flies. They are fond of shady
places.

The larvae are amphipneustic and are found in rotten
fruit, manure and decayed wood, but they are mostly aquatic.

(6) BRACHYCERA
Antennae variable, from many-jointed to two or three simple
joints ; palps two- or one-jointed ; discal cell nearly always
present; Rlf R4, R5 separate, R2 and R3 fused ; larvae with
vertically moving mandibles and with retractile head (except
in Stratiomyidae and some Leptidae).
LEPTIDJE.
Empodia pulvilliform ; pulvilli present; at least posterior
tibiae with spurs.
Flies of moderate size, with wide heads and large eyes.
The space between the eyes is greater in the females than the
males.
Eggs are laid in damp and shady localities. Atherix females
mass together and lay their eggs in a solid lump on plants
overhanging water, and there die. The larvae are predaceous,
living in wood under bark or in the earth. Some species of